Drug Utilization Review Parameters
As part of the prescribing process, the DUR feature examines a patient’s medical record for potentially harmful situations relevant to the patient’s pharmaceutical treatment.
DUR elements 
TouchWorks embeds the Medi-Span drug database from Wolters Kluwer Health to evaluate each drug being prescribed, and compares it with the patient’s demographic information, (such as age and gender), known prior adverse reactions, and known pharmaceutical history. This evaluation may result in warning messages being presented to you during the prescribing process. Warning messages identify the possible clinical effects of the interaction, and full-text reports discuss the mechanism, management, and clinical aspects of the potential interactions.
There are five different elements upon which the DUR module evaluates drugs. They are: 
1. 	Drug Dosing – Identifies prescriptions where daily dosages or duration of therapy are outside the recommended ranges.
2. 	Drug – Drug interactions – Identifies potentially dangerous drug combinations and assists in assessing the risk of administering the prescribed drugs concurrently. 
3. 	Drug – Health State Interactions – Identifies drugs that may be contraindicated based on the patient’s known health state. In addition to specific disease state contraindications, broader conditions such as pregnancy, lactation, and patient age are considered.
4. 	Duplicate Therapy - Identifies prescribed drugs that have the same therapeutic effects as medications the patient is currently taking. Warnings provide the names of potentially duplicate drugs and their therapeutic class.
5. 	Prior Adverse Reactions (PAR) – Identifies drugs that, based on the patient’s history of a previous allergy or other adverse experience, include drugs or ingredients to which the patient may react similarly. 

DUR profiles
Each element has different screening parameters that TouchWorks uses when performing DUR analysis. For example, you can set a parameter to either identify or ignore potential food interactions for drugs as part of the prescribing process. 
The screening parameters for all the DUR elements are contained in the account’s DUR profile. Only your account administrator can edit your account’s DUR profile. 

	Account DUR profiles do not include settings for PAR (prior adverse reactions) screening parameters.
Drug Dosing Screening Parameters
Maximum Consecutive Duration
Indicates whether or not the system will identify prescriptions that exceed the medication’s maximum consecutive duration, as determined by Medi-Span. The consecutive duration includes the number of days supplied by the prescription and its refills. 
Maximum Dosage
Indicates whether or not the system will identify excessive individual daily doses, as defined by Medi-Span. 
Maximum Duration
Indicates whether or not the system will identify duration of therapy that exceeds the medication’s recommended number of days, as defined by Medi-Span. 
Maximum Individual Dose
Indicates whether or not the system will identify potentially excessive individual dosage regimens, as determined by Medi-Span. 
Minimum Dosage
Indicates whether or not the system will identify potentially sub-therapeutic regimens, based on the medication’s lowest recommended daily dosage, as defined by Medi-Span. 
Minimum Duration
Indicates whether or not the system will identify potentially sub-therapeutic regimens based on the medication’s minimum recommended number of days, defined by Medi-Span. 
Drug-Drug Interaction Screening Parameters
Screen Food
Indicates whether or not the system will identify potential food interactions with the medication being prescribed. 
Screen Alcohol
Indicates whether or not the system will identify potential alcohol interactions with the medication being prescribed. 
Onset
Toggles between Rapid (reaction occurs within 24 hours) and Delayed (reaction after one or more days). Delayed is the most inclusive setting for this parameter. Indicates the minimum onset level at which the system will generate a warning message. 
Severity
Toggles between Minor (reaction is not medically harmful), Moderate (reaction is medically harmful, requiring additional treatment), and Major (reaction is life-threatening). Indicates the minimum severity level at which the system will generate a warning message. Minor is the most inclusive setting for this parameter.
Documentation
Toggles between Doubtful/Unknown, Possible, Suspected, Probable, and Established. Indicates the minimum amount of scientific and clinical literature supporting an interaction required for the system to generate a warning message. Established is the least inclusive parameter setting, meaning that only interactions that are extremely well documented are identified. Doubtful/Unknown is the most inclusive parameter setting, meaning that all potential interactions, even those with poor or insignificant clinical documentation, are identified.
Drug-Health State Screening Parameters
Minimum Contraindication 
Toggles between Absolute Contraindication (substantial risk of serious injury), Potential Contraindication (harmful under certain circumstances), and Caution Contraindication (additional caution and monitoring needed). Indicates the minimum contraindication level at which the system will generate a warning message. 
The least inclusive setting for this parameter is Absolute Contraindication, because the system will only identify the drug-health state interactions classified as Absolute. Caution Contraindication is the most inclusive setting, because TouchWorks will identify all drug-health state interactions.  
Duplicate Therapy Screening Parameters
Abuse Potential
Toggles between Abuse/Dependency Potential and Full Range. Indicates when TouchWorks will generate a warning message. 
The least inclusive setting for this parameter is Abuse/Dependency Potential, because the system will only identify duplicate therapy situations which have a potential for substance abuse. Full Range is the most inclusive setting, because TouchWorks will identify all duplicate therapy situations. 
Duplication Allowance
Toggles between Medi-Span Duplication Allowance Exceeded and All Duplications. Each therapeutic class has a certain number of allowable duplications associated with it. Indicates under what situations TouchWorks generates a warning message. 
The least inclusive setting for this parameter is Medi-Span Duplication Allowance Exceeded, because the system will only identify situations where the allowable number of duplications per drug therapy class has been exceeded. All Duplications is the most inclusive setting, because TouchWorks will generate a warning message for all duplications, regardless of the number of allowable duplications. 

